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and participate fully in society. Yet, our work 
is not finished. The millions of Americans 
with disabilities continue to face both phys-
ical barriers and false perceptions. Removing 
those obstacles requires a determined and fo-
cused commitment to the goals of the ADA: 
equality of opportunity, economic self-suffi-
ciency, full participation, and independent 
living. 

My Administration continues its work to 
achieve these goals. My New Freedom Initia-
tive, announced in February 2001, sets out 
a comprehensive strategy for the full integra-
tion of people with disabilities into all aspects 
of American life. The Department of Justice 
has established the ADA Business Connec-
tion to build partnerships between the busi-
ness community and people with disabilities. 
This program helps increase voluntary com-
pliance with the ADA and brings individuals 
with disabilities into the mainstream of our 
economy. Through Project Civic Access, we 
have reached agreements with cities and 
towns across the country to ensure that peo-
ple with disabilities are integrated into com-
munity life. In addition, I have signed execu-
tive orders that remove barriers to equal op-
portunities faced by people with disabilities. 

On July 22, 2004, I signed an Executive 
Order that makes government agencies re-
sponsible for properly taking into account 
agency employees and customers with dis-
abilities in emergency preparedness planning 
and coordination with other government en-
tities. To help coordinate this effort, the Ex-
ecutive Order establishes the Interagency 
Coordinating Council on Emergency Pre-
paredness and Individuals with Disabilities. 

I also signed an Executive Order on Feb-
ruary 24, 2004, to improve transportation for 
people who are transportation-disadvan-
taged, including people with disabilities. This 
order helps Federally assisted community 
transportation services provide seamless, 
comprehensive, and accessible transportation 
services to people who rely on transportation 
services for their lives and livelihood. 

My Administration has also begun imple-
menting the recommendations of the New 
Freedom Commission on Mental Health. 
The Commission was established by Execu-
tive Order and its report lays out steps that 
can be taken to improve mental health serv-

ices and support for people of all ages with 
mental illness. 

By striving to ensure that no American is 
denied access to employment, education, 
cultural activities, or community life because 
of a disability, we strengthen our Nation. 
Through these and other efforts, we will con-
tinue to build on the progress of the ADA, 
and, by doing so, hold fast to our Nation’s 
faith in the promise and potential of every 
person. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim July 26, 2004, as 
a day in celebration of the 14th Anniversary 
of the Americans with Disabilities Act. I call 
upon all Americans to celebrate the contribu-
tions people with disabilities make to Amer-
ica and to renew our commitment to uphold-
ing the fundamental principles of the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-sixth day of July, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand four, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:09 a.m., July 29, 2004] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on July 30.

Statement on the Methane to 
Markets Partnership 
July 28, 2004

Today the United States and several major 
international partners are forming the Meth-
ane to Markets Partnership, a new and inno-
vative program to increase energy security, 
improve environmental quality, and reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions throughout the 
world. The United States will commit up to 
$53 million to the Partnership over the next 
5 years. To date, Australia, India, Italy, Japan, 
Mexico, Ukraine, and the United Kingdom 
have agreed to participate as founding part-
ners, along with the United States. 
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Under the Partnership, members will work 
in coordination with the private sector to 
share and expand the use of technologies to 
capture methane emissions that are now 
wasted in the course of industrial processes 
and use them as a new energy source. The 
important benefits of this international part-
nership include improved energy security 
and air quality from the use of clean-burning 
methane as natural gas, improved coal mine 
safety, enhanced economic growth, and re-
duced greenhouse gas emissions of methane. 
The Partnership will be led by Environ-
mental Protection Agency Administrator 
Mike Leavitt, working closely with the De-
partment of State, the Department of En-
ergy, and the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development. Administrator Leavitt 
will host a ministerial-level meeting of the 
founding international partners later this 
year. I look forward to working closely with 
our international partners to achieve the 
Partnership’s important goals.

Statement on Progress in 
Homeownership 

July 29, 2004

My administration has put forward an ag-
gressive agenda to help all Americans—espe-
cially first-time homeowners, low-income 
families, and minorities—achieve the dream 
of owning their own home. Today’s home-
ownership statistics show that we are making 
significant progress in building an ownership 
society in America. We have set a new record 
for homeownership, and today, more Ameri-
cans, including minorities, own their own 
home than ever before. We will continue to 
usher in a new era of ownership by providing 
additional opportunities for all Americans to 
realize the American Dream.

Executive Order 13350—
Termination of Emergency Declared 
in Executive Order 12722 With 
Respect to Iraq and Modification of 
Executive Order 13290, Executive 
Order 13303, and Executive Order 
13315
July 29, 2004

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and laws of the United 
States of America, including the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers Act 
(50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.)(IEEPA), the Na-
tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et 
seq.)(NEA), section 5 of the United Nations 
Participation Act, as amended (22 U.S.C. 
287c)(UNPA), and section 301 of title 3, 
United States Code, 

I, George W. Bush, President of the 
United States of America, have determined 
that the situation that gave rise to the dec-
laration of a national emergency with respect 
to Iraq in Executive Order 12722 of August 
2, 1990, has been significantly altered by the 
removal of the regime of Saddam Hussein 
and other developments. I hereby terminate 
the national emergency declared in Execu-
tive Order 12722, revoke that Executive 
Order and Executive Order 12724 of August 
9, 1990, Executive Order 12734 of Novem-
ber 14, 1990, Executive Order 12743 of Janu-
ary 18, 1991, Executive Order 12751 of Feb-
ruary 14, 1991, and Executive Order 12817 
of October 21, 1992, that are based on that 
national emergency. I hereby amend Execu-
tive Order 13290 of March 20, 2003, so that 
the authorities therein remain in effect based 
on the national emergency I declared in Ex-
ecutive Order 13303 of May 22, 2003, and 
expanded in Executive Order 13315 of Au-
gust 28, 2003. At the same time, and in order 
to take additional steps to deal with the na-
tional emergency that I declared in Executive 
Order 13303, and expanded in Executive 
Order 13315, with respect to the unusual and 
extraordinary threat to the national security 
and foreign policy of the United States posed 
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